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*The Edenton Preservation Commission may require conditions as part of the * 
approved Certificate of Appropriateness 

OR 

Flowchart adapted from the “Design Review Process” in Design Guidelines for Fayetteville’s Historic Districts and Local Landmarks, 
Fayetteville Historic Resources Commission:  Fayetteville, NC  2000.   
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View from South Granville Street Photo by Author 

Mill Village Scene  Photo by Author 
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A Multi-Gable Roof   K Double-leaf Entrance 
B Turret    L  Double-hung windows 
C Dentil Cornice   M Casement Windows 
D Chimney    N Fascia 
E  Recessed Porch   O Multi-pane over one window 
F Round Shingle Siding  P Shutters 
G Wraparound Porch  Q Gable 
H Balustrade    R Pavilion 
I Turned Post   S Pierced Brick Foundation 
J Brackets    T  Stair 

A 
T 

Haywood C. Privott House, constructed 1900, example of the Queen Anne style 
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J.N. Leary Building, constructed 1894, example of a intact Victorian metal storefront. 

A  Parapet     F Storefront Cornice 
B  Cornice     G Transom 
C Bracketed Frieze    H Display Window 
D  One-over-one (1/1) window  I Recessed double-leaf    
E Engaged columns    door 
       J Bulkhead 

J 
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Georgian  1700-1800 

Chowan County Courthouse, 
1767 

Charlton-Warren House, 
1760s 

Identifying Elements 
Hip, Gambrel, Gable 

Roof 
 

Central Paneled  
Entrance with  

Transom or Crown 
 

9/9 or 9/6 sash  
Windows 

 
Beaded Weatherboard 

Federal  1795-1840 

Identifying Elements 
Side-gable or Hip Roof 

 
Vertical Massing/Attenuated 

Proportions 
 

Dentil Moldings 
 

6/6 Double-hung Sash 
 

Fanlights or Palladian  
Windows 

 
Transom (later examples) 

Greek Revival 1820-1870 

Identifying Elements 
Hip or Gable Roof 

 
Classical Entablature & 

Elements 
 

Columns 
 

Full-Height Windows 
 

6/6 Double-hung Sash 
 

Transom over Entrance 

Skinner-Paxton House,  
1820s 

Pembroke Hall, 
 1850 

Wagner-Wood House, 
1851 

Leigh-Hathaway House, 
Left  side ca. 1759, Georgian 
Right  side ca. 1820 Federal 
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Gothic Revival 1870-1890 

Identifying Elements 
 

Steep Roof Pitch 
 

Vergeboards in Gables 
 

Cross-Gable Roof or  
Gabled Dormers 

 
One-story porch 

 
Decorative Moldings 

Italianate 1870-1890 

Identifying Elements 
Low-Pitched Roof 

 
Bracketed Eaves 

 
Tall, Narrow Windows 

2/2 or 1/1 Sash 
 

Window Hoods 
 

Quoins or Corner Posts 
 

Elaborate Entrances 

Queen Anne 1890-1910 

Identifying Elements 
 

Multi-Gable Roof 
 

Asymmetrical Massing 
 

Wraparound or full-width 
Porch 

 
Towers and Balconies 

 
Multi-pane windows or 

stained glass 

Goodwin-Leggett House, 
ca. 1884 

William H. Coffield House,  
ca. 1889 

Henry A. Bond, Jr. House, ca. 
1872 Mitchell-Wozelka House,  

ca. 1877 

Dixon-Powell House, 
1895 

Hannibal Badham, Jr. House, 
ca, 1900 
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Richardsonian Romanesque  1890-1910 

Identifying Elements 
 

Masonry Walls 
 

Rough-faced stone 
 

Round arches 
 

Quoins 

Colonial Revival   1905-1955 

Identifying Elements 
Side-gable, hip, gambrel, 

or pyramidal roof 
 

Symmetrical Massing 
 

Central Entrance 
 

Broken Pediments 
 

Dormers 
 

Classical References 

Neoclassical Revival  or Southern Colonial 1905-1925 

Identifying Elements 
 

Hip or Gable Roof 
 

Symmetrical Massing 
 

Monumental Portico 
 

Rooftop balustrades 
 

Classical References 
 
 

Dixon-Williams House,  
1925 

Howard R. Chappell House, 
ca. 1911 

Dr. Henry Cason House,  
1907 

Charles N. Griffin House,  
ca. 1910 

Citizens Bank Building, 1905 
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Tudor Revival  1935-1950 

Identifying Elements 
 

Side-Gable Roof 
 

Steep Front Gables 
 

Massive Front Chimney 
 

Arched Doorways 
 

Casement Windows 
 

Half-Timbering 

Craftsman Bungalow 1910-1940 

Identifying Elements 
 

Gabled Roof 
 

Exposed trusses, brack-
ets,  and rafters 

 
Battered or tapered 

porch posts with brick or 
stone piers 

 
Shed or gabled dormers 

Minimal Traditional 1935-1955 

Identifying Elements 
 

Side or Cross Gable 
 

Low-pitch roof 
 

Horizontal Massing 
 

Minimal Detailing 

204 N. Granville,  
1940s 

M. Augustus Hughes, Jr. 
House, 1946 

James Woodard House 
1910s 

H. Cutler Wozelka House,  
1925 

Queen Street House,  
ca. 1950 

113 N. Oakum Street, 
ca. 1945 
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Shotgun 1870—1930 
 

One-story 
Gable-Front or Hip Roof 

Interior Chimney 

Original Section 

Single Pen 1700-1900 
 

One-Story, One-Room 
Exterior End Chimney 

Double Pen 1700-1900 
 

One-Story, Two-Rooms 
One or Two exterior End Chimneys 

Side-Gable Roof 

Hall and Parlor 1700-1920 
 

One-story, Two Rooms of Unequal Size 
One or Two Exterior Chimneys 

Side-Gable Roof. 

Center Hall 1750-1930 
 

One-story, Two Rooms Flanking Center Hall 
One or Two Exterior Chimneys 

Side-Gable Roof 

Extended Hall and Parlor 1920-1945 
 

One-story, Two  Rooms Wide 
Three Rooms Deep Minimum 

Front-Gable or Hip Roof 



((����������������������������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
�����

 

 

�������%�
�
�
�
�
 

�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Victorian Cottage 
 

Cottage is One-Story 
Square Form, Hip Roof 

Center Hall Flanked by Two Rooms 
Two Rooms Deep 

Two Interior Chimneys 

Pyramidal Cottage 1910-1930 
 

One-story, Square Form 
Pyramidal Roof 

Four Rooms, No Hall 
Exterior Chimney 

I-House 1800 –1930 
 

Two-Story, One Room Deep 
Center Hall Flanked by Two Rooms 
Exterior End or Interior Chimneys 

Central Stair 

Gable-Ell 1870-1930 
 

L-Shaped 
Cross-Gabled Roof 

Interior Chimney 
Central Chimney 

Bungalow 1920-1950 
 

One-Story, Irregular Floor Plan 
Low Pitched Roofs with Wide Overhangs 

Interior Chimney 

Side-Hall 1750-1920 
 

Two-story, Square Form 
Hallway on one side 

Two or More Rooms Deep 
Exterior Chimney 
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Standard Box 
301 South Granville Street, constructed 1920 

Gambrel-Roof Example 
210 South Moseley Street, ca. 1928 

Gambrel Roof with Elaborate Details 
110 West Church Street constructed 1910 

Parapet Gables 
413 North Broad Street, ca. 1928 
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217 South Oakum Street 
Constructed ca. 1915 

215 East Queen Street 
Constructed ca. 1922 

102 Blount Street 
Constructed 1925 

Typical Floorplan of American Foursquare House 
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The garden at the Cupola House is aesthetically pleasing as 
well as important for the interpretation of the historic site. 

The view of Edenton Bay from the Courthouse 
Green is one of the most significant views in the 

district. 

The new benches on Broad Street are in keeping with the 
character of the district with regard to materials and style 

and they do not convey a false sense of history. 

The Broad Street Buildings are of similar 
height, setback and material. 
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The houses on South Oakum 
Street share similar site fea-
tures including topography, 

setback, space  
between houses.   

The houses in the mill village 
have similar site features in-

cluding setback, spacing, 
sidewalks, and plantings. 

Street trees add character 
to the historic district. 
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The brick piers used to delineate this parking lot on Queen 
Street also maintain the rhythm of the  

surrounding building setbacks and streetscape. 

The sidewalk patterns and  
paving materials add to the character of 

the district. 

The historic town plan is clearly represented in today’s map of 
Edenton. 
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The brick driveway and the gravel driveway are ap-
propriate for the district.  Please note they extend to 

the garages at the rear of the  
property. 

This bank drive-through meets the design 
guidelines because it is located on a secondary 

road rather than on Broad Street. 
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There are several  types of historic fences and walls along East Wa-
ter Street. 

This painted wood picket  fence delineates and encloses this  
attractive lot and is in keeping with the character of the  

building and the district. 
Maintain and preserve historic gates and 

fences. 
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A variety of materials is used for the wall around St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church and cemetery.  Although this is 
appropriate and in keeping with the churchyard, the size 
and scale of the wall is not appropriate for most areas of 

Edenton.   

Tertiary 

S
econdary 

Primary 

This graphic illustrates the primary, secondary, and terti-
ary areas of lots in Edenton.  Due to high visibility some 

properties may have no Tertiary area. 
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There is more than one type of lighting in Edenton’s  
Historic Commercial District. 

These tall lantern-type lights are 
found on North Broad Street. 

Lights are permitted only in porch ceilings in the  
Edenton Cotton Mill Village 
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This hanging porch light is in keeping with  the 
Craftsman character of this Court Street house. 

This hanging porch light is also in keeping 
with the character of this North Broad Street 

house. 



)+� �����������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
���

 

 

!���	���
�

!	������
�
�	��
�����'����'
�������
��	�'�������	����	1	������
�������	�����
	��

�
"��4��������������������1�����
�����	��������%���%���������	���������
�%�����
�
�����	
���	��������
	����	�������
��1���%�"��&��������
�1����
�
��������������'�	��������
���1�����
	��

�
�
���	������
�'��1�

	������11	��
���������������� /
1�
�
"��4���	
���	����
	����	�������
��
	��
�
���������
1���
����	����������
���������1�%�������	���"��4��
�	
���	���	
��	��
����
	����	��������������	�����
	��
�

�������������������������/��1	�	�������	���������
1������
����������
���������	�� ��'	���%	��������	
���	�������������1������	
���	���	
��	��"���
�
*���*�%���1�����������
���
	������	������	��'����"��*�	
���9�	��
���'���	��1�������������	���

�'���������
�%�����
���+���	1	������1�&''��'�	�����

�1���������	
���	�����
�����	���+���	
/

	��"�
�
*�����	���	��
��������1����%	���'����%	�����
����������������	��
����%����
�����	����������
����/
�	��
�������������
�%	�������
'��	��������������1������	
���	���	
��	��"�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�

�	%
�"�����	���	�	���!	��
��

• +�����������	���	�
'���	��
"�

• ,�	���	����
�����'�	���1	������'�	�����
	��
"�

• -��'��������1��������	��"�

These hanging signs at the Leary Building are consistent with 
the character of the district in regard to materials, size, de-

sign, and detail. 

The Taylor Theater sign is historic and should be 
preserved as a contributing element to the building 

and district. 

This hanging sign is small in scale maintaining 
the character of the building and district but it is 

also easy to see and read. 
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This is an excellent example of a window sign, 
simple but does not obscure the view through 

the  window. 

These signs on West Queen Street are good  
examples of freestanding signs in a historically  

residential neighborhood. 
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Outbuildings or Accessory Structures should be placed 
behind the primary structure.  

�	%
�"������
�� 	���:����	��	��
�

• +�����������	���	�
'���	��
"�

• -��'��������1�����������
�1�����1�����	
"�

• ��
����������	
����9��������	����������������1���/
���	��"�

• ��
���������	��
�����1�����1��������	����	�
����	�1�
/
���	��������%�����������"�

• $����%�������
	�����	���	��
�1�����	��	��������	��
��
%���
�����1������	��
�����1
������%	���%
�����
����
"�

Accessory buildings should be placed behind the primary  
structure, built of similar materials and in keeping with the other accessory 

buildings in the district. 
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)/� �����������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
���

 

 

!���	���
�

�	��
)�
��$
)�����>��$����
�
�
*���&������������������������
����������������:
����� 
�����
%����%��
�����������	������
	�/
�	1	�����������������:
��	
����"��
4��1���������������
'��
	����1���
����������	����
����	
���������	
�
�����	��"��*��������	���'���	����
������%��%	���������
�1���������
����������	��������'����"��
�	
���	������������������%����/
1�����%�
�1�����1�%�����
�����
��� 
"����	'
�%��������	���1����
�������������'���
�������������
�/
����
������������������"��*�	
�
'�����1��������:
��	
�����	
���/
��������	�'������"��*���%���1���
��������'����������������	�	'���'	��
������'���	����������/
�����9�	��������1�����%���1"��2��������������	
������	�1���������������	
�������	
	���
�	�
�����
�1�1	
�	�������
�	''	��"��4�����	�	�����������	
���	��%����1����������������	���	�
�	���	
���	��
�	�%
���"��*����	�%�1����!��������������������
�������������1��������������	
�����������1����
�����	�%��1���������	�
��
������
"��*�	
��	�%�	
�����������	�'��������������'��
�����	����1�����/
���:
�
��
���1�'���������
'��	������������"���

�
�	��
��
�� 
��������� ����
�����
'�����1�������%����1�����������	��"��
*������������
�����������'�����1�����
�	
���	���	
��	��"����%���������������
'����	�����
�����	�������
�����	���
��%�'	��
����� 
��������� ����
�
��
����
'��	�������������	
�'��
�����"��
*�����	���	��
��������1����%	���
'����%	�����
����������������	��
����%�
���
�����	����������
�����	��
�����
��������
�%	�������
'��	�������������
�1������	
���	���	
��	��"�
�
�

�

�
�
�

�

The Water Street waterfront is a historic viewscape that contributes to the spe-
cial character of Edenton and the historic district. 

This stone bulkhead is a character defining feature of the historic Edenton 
waterfront and should be preserved. 
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This small pier is simple, unobtrusive, and made of 
wood.  It is obviously modern but in keeping with the 
special character of the historic district.   

Piers, docks, and bulkheads should be in keeping 
with the scale, massing, and materials of the his-
toric district . 



*'� �����������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
���

 

 

!���	���
�

������������
�
,�����
����������&������������	��������1������
��1�����
���
��1�����
"��*��������%�
�	����/
	������������/4��	���'��'���1���������
����������
��������
���1��������1	�
������'������'�����	���
	��;>B7"��&
�	��%�
��
����	
�����
�����+�������1�����+������	�����������
������������������������
'�����	���1�������������	�����	
�������	
��	���	���������	��"��&����������
��������������	
�1�����
�������������	����������	����������
�����1����������%����"��*�����������!����1�����%�
�
���������
��	��������1�1	
�	�����

��
��
�	'
��%���1
������	���
���"��*�����������!����1������
���������������������&�����������������
����
�����'�����	�������	����	�1�����	���	�'����������
�����	
���������
��������
��������
	������%������ 	������	
	��
�	�������	
���	���	
��	��"�
�
4�����	�	������'���	�	���	�1�����	���������'�
��	����	����
�����������������'���	���	�'�������
	�1�����	������������������	����1�1��������	��	��
����������	��	��
����������������������	�	���
��������	
�	���'��'����"��&���������	������
�����
�����	�'�����������������:
����	���������

���������'����������������
	������%������ 	������	
	��
�	�������	
���	���	
��	��"��*���*�%�:
�
'����	���'����

�
������	�����������������������1������	���
�	���	��
��
�'�����1�	�
�����/�����
'��
�����	���'������"��*���211	����1�������&�����������(2�&)�
�������������������1������	/
�	�����	�1�����	������C;C/@<</@<=5"�

�
*���1����%	�����	���	��
�%	�����
����������������	��
����%�����
�����	����������
�����	��
�����
��������
�%	�������
'��	��������������1������	
���	���	
��	��"�
�


�
	�����	���	��
�"���������������
�
;)� ���
�����������	���	������ ��%������������	������
�����
"�
�
5)��4���
�	���������'�����	���1�������������	������
�����
�'�	������������� 	�����'��?����������1/
1���
�����������
�
�������	�����'��'����"�

�
<)��-��'�������
�	�����������	��������	�	����%	��	�������	
���	���	
��	����
'��	�������������	
/
���	����	��	��
"�

�
=)�������������������	������
�����
���������	��
��
'��	��������	������
�����	���'��?���
"�
�
>)�
�������
������������	�����	������
� ��%��������������������	������
�����
"�
�
7)��+�������������%��'����	���
��11��������211	����1�������&������������'����	
��������1���/
��������	������'�
	�
"�

�
�
�



*(����������������������������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
�����

 

 


�
	�����	���	��
�"����5���	���������
�
�
�

>�	��	��������	��
�@�
���	�
�
�

&��"
�
�

1������	��
�@�-���
�
�

- 	����
�@�
���
�
�

������
�
�

!����"����
�@��������	���>�	��	��
�
�

��	���@�������
�

?�	�	�	�
�
�

����

	�	�	���@�����	��!�"����
�



*)� �����������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
���

 

 

�5���	���������
�
�

>�	��	��������	��
�����
���	�
�
�
�������:
��	
���	����	��	��������	��
������
�
���	����
���������	��������	�������	
��	��"��*���
��?��	����1��������:
���
	����	�������	��������
��
�%����
	�	����������������1	�������������
������
����	� ���	��	��
�%	���%������	������
����	�
"���*����������	����	
��	�����
������
������
����1����
����������
	��	1	�����1������
�
1���������	��	��
����������	
��	��"����	� ��
������
����������������������
����	�����	���������:
�
�������	�������	�������"��4�����	�	������1���/
���	��
��
	�	����������1	������	��	��������	��
�
	��������������	�����������	����������������
"��
*��
���������
��
�����������������������/
��1	�	���1������
��1�������	��	�������
���������
'��
�����������	���	�����������������1�����
��	��	��������	
��	��"���
�
��	��	��������	��
�	�������������������
�	�	�������
	�	����
�	����
������	������/
	��
������	�����
������	��
������ ��
��
'��	����
��������
������
�����
������	/
�������������	��
��
����1����
�������
��
�	����
��9��	�
�����1	����1��
�	������	�/
���
��
��'
���������	�����������������
����%���"���
�
*�����	���	��
��������1����%	���'����
%	�����
����������������	��
����%����/

�����	����������
�����	��
�����������/
��
�%	�������
'��	��������������1�����
�	
���	���	
��	��"�
��
�

�
�
�
�
�
�

�	%
�"������
�� 	����	
���	��>�	��	��������	��
�����
���	�
�

• +�����������	���	�
'���	��
"�

• 4�
'������
�����1�����	
���������� 
�������	���������������
����������������������	������%��"�

• ,�	���	����
�����'�	���1	������%�������������������	��
"�

• +����������
��
	�������������
������
�'�

	���������''�����������'�	������1����'�	��	��"�

• -��'�1�����1��������	�������	�
����	�1�
���	��"�

• ��
����'��'������	����"�

• E
��1���	����
������
��������� 	������'�������%����?�	��
�1������	
����"�

The Taylor Theater has a 
highly ornate Terra Cotta  

façade. 

A variety of materials are evident 
on this Broad Street building. 

The Kadesh A.M.E. Zion Church Parsonage  
displays a variety of ornament and details with wood and 

metal materials. 
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This house displays a variety of roof forms and  
materials. 

The wood shake shingles and gambrel roof form are 
indicative of the Georgian style of   architecture in 

northeastern North Carolina. 

Multi-gable roof forms is characteristic 
of the Queen Anne Style. 
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Side Gable Front Gable Center Gable Cross-Gable 

Gambrel Pyramidal Hip Cross-Hip 

Common Roof Forms 

The appropriate roofing material in the 
mill village is metal.   



*-� �����������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
���

 

 

�5���	���������
�
�

1������	��
�����-���
�
�
*���1������	����1�������	��	���	
�����
��
��1���%�	���������
���1�����
���������
��'���
�1���	�
�
���	�	��"��$������	���
��'�
�����'���	���	�'�������	�1�����	���
������	������������1�����	��	��"��$�����/
��'������������%��������/��	��
�����	
�
��'	�����1���������	��	��
"����������	�����
��
�
���
��	��	���������������
"��&���	� �
'	���1������	������������	�������1���
��	��	������
�����������%���������	�/
�	��������������	�/�%���	����������	�
"��
+������������ ��������
��	�����������
;C56
�����%�
������'�'�����	������!�����
!���44/���"���
�
!���
����	������������	��	��:
��������	�
�������1	���������	��	�����������	0����������������	/
�����"��4���	
���	���������	�������
�����	��	��:
�%����������1	�������'��'������	��
�1��������'��'/
����"��!�	���	����
	����	�������
������%���
��������	���������''�	���	����1������	��
����	��	�	�����
��	��	��
���������������������������	
��	����
���%����"��#	 ��1������	��������	��
��%���������	��
�
����'���	���	�1�����	����������	��	��:
���������
����"��!�������'���������%��������������
�
������
���������������������:
��	
���������	
�����'�����	�����%���������	��"����%����������
��	� �+��%���+������+�������
��	
�����
��������������
	��	1	�������1�������	��	�����������������
���	���	�	����1����������	��"��&������������1������%���	��������������
������
	��	1	�������	��	����
������������+������,	���%�
����
���������1���	� ��
���1	���'���1�1�������1�������	���
��	�����	��/
	��"���������%������������%�
��
���1��9����������	������������
����������������������	���������
������	�
"��,�����%�
��
��������������
����1����
�	������������	�����������������%�	���
�����
����������������%�����
�������������	�����	��	��
����	��������������%���	�����������"���������
���
�
���%	������	�����1�1������	�������%���������	��
�%�	����������������	9��������������1�����
�	
���	���	
��	��
'��*�����	���	��
��������1����%	���'����%	�����
����������������	��
����%����/

�����	����������
�����	��
�������������
�%	�������
'��	��������������1������	
���	���	
��	��"�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�	%�"����������
�� ��	����"�1������	��
�����-���
�

• +�����������	���	�
'���	��
" 
• ,�	���	�����9��������	������������1������	��
" 
• ��
����1������	��
�����%���
�����1����1����������/

�	�������	�
����	�1�
���	��" 
• ��
����������
�����'��'�����
�����������1�����1�

����	
" 
• ��
����'�����
�������	����
�����'��'�����
������" 
• ,�	���	����
�����'�	���1	������%�����������	��
" 

The raised basement at Wessington is an  
important foundation feature. 

Brick pier foundations are historically accurate in 
the Edenton Cotton Mill Village. 
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A variety of wall materials are     evident 
downtown. 

These shotgun kit houses are sheathed in wood shingles but 
clapboard is the dominant wall material in the Edenton Cotton 

Mill Village. 
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Dormer windows and multi-light-over –
one, double hung sash are common on 

Craftsman style homes. 
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The windows and doors of the Chowan County 
Courthouse have been  carefully 

restored. 
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Historic stained glass windows are highly 
significant features that should be pre-

served. 

Blount’s Mutual Drugs has a histori-
cally accurate retractable awning. 

This is an excellent example of 
an appropriate fabric awning for a 

commercial building. 
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Parts of an Entrance 

Parts of a Window 

A 

A -  Transom 
B -  Sidelights 
C -  Panel 
D -  Half-glazed          

door 
E  - Double-leaf door 
F -  Pilaster (Engaged 

Columns) 
 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

This door can be de-
scribed as a double-

leaf, half-glazed wood 
door surrounded by 

transom and sidelights 
and accented by raised 
pilasters (engaged col-
umns) and recessed 

panels. 

This is a bay window 
containing three double-

hung 2/2 wood sash 
with operable louvered 
shutters and decorative 

bracketed hoods. A 

B 
C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

A - Decorative Hood 
B - Operable Shutter 
C - 2/2 Double-hung 

sash 
D - Sill 
E - Muntin 
F - Frame 
G - Light (Pane) 
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The double-tier porch is a popular porch type found in Edenton. 

The screening on this secondary porch was appro-
priately installed behind the decorative and signifi-
cant porch features therefore maintaining the his-
toric character of the building. 

This iron balustrade was installed to meet code requirements.  
Historically, this porch did not have a balustrade, the black 
wrought iron, though not historic is unobtrusive, does not create a 
false sense of history, and does not detract from the character of 
the building or district. 
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Balustrades and railing are characteris-
tically absent from the porches in the 

Edenton Cotton Mill Village. 

The porch  and Victorian ornament on the circa 1904 
Wood Building is a character defining feature on this 

rare wood commercial building.   
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This curved brick storefront is unusual and significant to 
the building and the district. 

�	%
�"����������
�� ��	����"�!����"����
�

• +�����������	���	�
'���	��
"�

• ,�	���	����
�����'�	���1	������%���������������������
"�

• +����������
��
	�������������
������
�'�

	������''�����������'�	������1����'�	��	��
"�

• ��������%����?�	��
�1������	
���������''��	���1���	����
������
��������� 	��"�

• ��
����������	
����9��������	����"�

• ��
������������� 
�������	���������������
���������������	

	�����
�����������'�	���"�

• -��'�
����1����
��������1��������	�����������	
"�

The storefronts on Broad Street form a 
cohesive streetscape. 

This is a typical historic storefront with recessed full-
glazed wood entrance, display windows with transoms, 

and paneled bulkhead. 



+,����������������������������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
�����

 

 

�5���	���������
�
�

�
	�����	���	��
�"���!����"����
�@��������	���>�	��	��
�
�
;)� ,�	���	������'��
������	
���	��
����1����
��������	��
	��	1	�����1������
�	�����	�����������
��

�	
'����%	���%
������
��
����� ����
��'	��
���
��������
��
	��
���%�	��
���''��
�����%	�/
��%
������	��
����������	�
"�����'��	��������������	�1	��������

�����
��
�
���������������/
����"�

�
5)� ��'�	���	
���	��
����1����
������''���
���	�
��������	��
	��	1	�����1������
��
	�������'������

'��
�����	���������
"��
�
<)���41���'���	����1������	
���	��
����1���������''���
�����	
������	����������������'�	�����'�����

�����������������'���	����
	��������	��
�
	�	�������������	�	����	��
	0���
��'�����
	����
������
����������������	��"��E
��
��
�	����������	1�������	�	����	
��������������	�����"�

�
=)� 41�������	�������	���������������
�������'������������������	����	������'�����	��%	��������	��
�


	�	�������������	�	���������	��
�	��
	0���
��'�����
	����
����������������������	��
"�
�
>)� 41�������	�����1�������	
��	

	������'�����	��%	�����1���������
��������	
�	�������	�
��������/

��������'�������'�
"����'�����%	��������	��
�
	�	����	��
	0���
��'�����
	����
�����������������
�����	����
�������	�	���"�

�
7)� 4��	
������''��'�	��������������	
���	����	��	��������	��
��
	��������	���������
�
�����
�


������
�	����'�%���%�
�	�������'��'���������������������
"��*���������
������
�'�

	����

����������
��"��$���%������
����%/'��

����%�
�	���%	������������
���������������	
����
���
��
"��$�����
������	��	
����������������������	����
����	��
����������	���������
�
1	�
�������
����	����
�����	����
'	����
�����"��&���	���������������
�����������������������/
	������	�
�������

��1���
�1�������
��'����
��%	�������	����
����	��
������
��������������
�����
�����������������������������1�����
��1���"����1�������
��������������������
�	����1����� 	��"��
$�������������
��������%	��������
���'	�������%	������
��
"��+����������������	������11����
�������2�1�������'�����������	���������
"��&�
��
����������
�����	�����	�1
�%��������

�
�
	������&''���	��
��1���	
���������"�

�
@)� ��	���%��������������	�����������������	��	��������	��
�	�������
����'��	����%	���������	��/

	��������	
���	���	
��	��"��4��	
�	��''��'�	��������������'�	���������'�����%	���
��	�"�
�
B)� ��'�	���'���	��
���'�	�������
������������
�	�������
����'��	����%	��������	
���	���	
��	��"��

4��	
�	��''��'�	�������'�	�����'�	������	
���	����
������������
"��4��	
���
��	��''��'�	�������
�
��������
������
�����%�����'���1	��������	��
������
������������
"��+��
�����������2�
1����''������%�������'������
"�

�

�
(�����1����
�D�+������	�����	��	��
���������	�������������'���)�



+-� �����������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
���

 

 

�5���	���������
�
�

�
	�����	���	��
�"���!����"����
�@��������	���>�	��	��

9����	����,�
�
C)�����'�	����
�������	��	��������	��
��
	���������	0���'��
�����	���������
"��+���1�������/

'�	������� �������	

	����������?�	��
��
	��������	��
��������
������1	�	
�	���������
������
��'�	�����������	�	���"��*�����%��������
������������������	�	����	���������������������'�
	/
�	��������
�������"�

�
;6)�4��	
�	��''��'�	���������'������	
���	����	��	��������	��
����������	��
���������	�	���%	�����%�

���
��
�	����������	��
"��4��	
���
��	��''��'�	��������
��������'������
��
�	����������	��
�

�����
��	���������	�����,�
��	��������������	�	��
�����������������	
���	����	��	�������/
�	��
"�

�
;;)��4��	
�	��''��'�	���������'������������	
'����%	���%����

�%	��������������	������
��	��������/

����������'�9������

"�
�
;5)��4��	
�	��''��'�	��������''�������	�������������	�
�����1������
�������	
���	��
����1�����%	������

��������������	�����"��4��	
���
��	��''��'�	��������
������	�
�������������1��
��
��
���1��	
/
����"�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

The group of three metal storefronts are very ornate and elaborate, each upper story is as important as its 
storefront.  Although the brick building is much less ornate, it’s scale, storefront arrangement and upper 
story fenestration is in keeping with the character of the historic district and should be preserved. 



+.����������������������������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
�����

 

 

�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

���
����������������������"��1���#%�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�



+/� �����������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
���

 

 

�5���	���������
�
�
��	�������������
�
��	��������
�����������������	��/
	��:
�����	�������������	�
3�	�����/
���
���	��''��'�	����'�	��������
�����
����������	�������������	�	���������/
������1�������������������1�����
��	��	��������	
��	��"����	��������
	
�
�����������������
����������'��/
�	����	
���	��'�	��������
��
��������
��	��	��"��41�������	�	��������	
���	��
������
������	
�����������?���	������
�''��'�	����������
�������������
���	�����%	������'�1��������������
'�	���
�����������������	
���	�����
/
�����	���211	��������������	��������
����	�����"����4��	
�	�'������������	�/
��	����
�����'�	���1	������%�������
�����������	��
���������	�
�������	�������	����	��"��*�����	���	��
��������1����%	���'����%	�����/

����������������	��
����%����
�����	����������
�����	��
�������������
�%	�������
'��	�������������
�1������	
���	���	
��	��"�
�
�
�
����
��
�������7��	��������$�!�� 	������
�� ��	���>�	�"�A�08)�B�%%��%�	����� �����
�"���
&����	���;������	�����C���
�	���	
���	�����
	��'D������>�	�"�	
�� �	���������	������
%%%"��"�'
"���A�'
A�'
A��	�1
A��	�1<@"��������������������!��:�"������	�	�����	�"�����
�	��'�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

A variety of light colors are used in the Edenton Cotton Mill Village creat-
ing a pleasing and cohesive streetscape.   
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The color scheme shown here enhances the architec-
tural details of this ornate Gothic  

Revival style house. 

The color scheme of the Leary Building accents every 
detail of the significant metal storefront and is in keeping 

with the flamboyant Victorian era. 
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Good examples of storm windows are seen in the 
Edenton Cotton Mill Village.  These are built of wood, 

share the main dividing line with the window, don’t 
obscure the 6/6 window configuration, attach to the 

exterior of the window 
frame and are easily reversible. 

This air conditioning unit could be screened from the 
road by adding appropriate shrubbery. 
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The new ramp at the Chowan County Courthouse is located on 
the rear elevation, closest to the handicapped parking and 
utilizing the existing topography in the plan.  An elevator was 
also installed in the courthouse as part of the accessibility plan. 
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This wheelchair ramp is built of materials similar to that of 
the primary building and will be screened by landscaping 

when it matures. 
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The one-story addition is on the primary elevation which is 
not preferred but the scale, setback, and massing do not 

detract from the character of the district.  This solution 
should only be permitted in very unique circumstances. 

This is the same addition viewed from the west.  The 
setback, scale, and massing are in keeping with the 
surrounding buildings, from this angle it blends well 
into the streetscape. 

This addition is smaller in scale than the original, reversible, and 
in keeping with the character of the building and district. 
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New additions (gray area) should be con-
structed on the rear elevation of the  

building.   

The addition at the Visitor’s Center is on the rear elevation, does 
not detract from the historic structure, uses compatible materials 

and details, and is easily recognized as a new addition. 
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The Edenton Mill Village has strict guidelines for new construction within 
the village.  This is an example of a new mill house. 

This new house on East Gale Street is consistent with the scale, massing, size, and materials of the  
surrounding historic houses.   



-0����������������������������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
�����

 

 

���	�	��
�����7������
�����	���
�

�
	�����	���	��
�"���7������
�����	���
�
;)� +��
����%	����������������	
���	�����
�����	���+���	

	����������������	������11�	������

������'����	���'��
�
��1�����%����
�����	���'��?���"�
�
5)� +��
��������H
�
	�����	���	��
I�
���	��
�1���
	���1������
�����'����	��
��1����
�����%���
��

�	���	����
	����������������������	��	��������	��
����	�	�	�
����������

	�	�	������������'������/
���������
����	����1������	
���	������������	�������	
��	��"�

�
0,� 
�
	�����%����
�����	���'��?���
������	���	������
�������
	�	����
����� ��
'�������%����

���
��������	�����	����
�����������'��'���	�
�%	��	�������	
���	���	
��	��"�
�
=)� 
�
	�����%����
�����	���'��?���
����	����'��������	
�	�����'����'�������
	���1������
��
����

�
������������
������
������	������ ������
������	�%
������	
��
"��+��
	��������	�'�����������
'���	���	���
��1�%���%������
	��	���'��?���
��������������
"�

�
>)� 
�
	�����%����
�����	���'��?���
����������'��	����%	���������	�����
��������

	����'��'��/

�	�����������1�
��'���1�
�������	�����	��	��
�%	��	�������	
��	��"�
�
7)� E
����	��	��������	��
�	����%����
�����	���������������'��	����%	�������
������'������������	���

1	�	
������'�
	�	���������������1��	
���	����	��	��
�	�������	
���	���	
��	��"�
�
@)� 
�
	�����%����
�����	���������������'������	����
	��3�	��	
������''��'�	����������������1��
��


��
���1��	
���������������'�	���	��"�
�
B)� !����'����	���	�1	���������'�����%	��	�������	
���	���	
��	������
��������
�
	�����	���	��
�

����	��
�1���
	���1������
��1����
�����%���
�����������������	��	��������	��
��������	�	�	�
�	��
���	�	������;/@������"�������� 
��
'��	������%������	��	��
����	�����	����������
�����������
��'����'���
�����������?������
	�����	��
�%����'����	������	�1	���'��?���"�

�
C)������������?��������	��	��
�����
��������
����	�����%���
���
�����	���'��?���
"�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�

This new construction project  incorporates 
the massing, scale, and setbacks of surround-
ing buildings. 
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National Park Service 
http://www.cr.nps.gov 
 
National Register of Historic Places (National Park Service) 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/places.htm 
 
Certified Local Government Program (National Program) 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/clg/index.htm 
 
Advisory Council for Historic Preservation (Federal Liason for Programs) 
http://www.achp.gov/ 
 
Federal Preservation Tax Incentives Program 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/tax/index.htm 
 
The Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/tax/rehabstandards.htm 
 
Illustrated Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/tax/rhblindex.htm 
 
Preservation Briefs—A Series of Informative Pamphlets (Listed Below) 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/presbhom.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 01:  Assessing Cleaning and Water-Repellent Treatments for 

Historic Masonry Buildings 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief01.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 02:  Repointing Mortar Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief02.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 03:  Conserving Energy in Historic Buildings 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief03.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 04:  Roofing for Historic Buildings 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief04.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 05:  The Preservation of Historic Adobe Buildings 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief05.htm 
 

�



-.����������������������������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
�����

 

 

(��������&�
�����
 
 
Preservation Brief 06:  Dangers of Abrasive Cleaning to Historic Buildings 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief06.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 07:  The Preservation of Historic Glazed Terra Cotta 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief07.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 08:  Aluminum and Vinyl Siding on Historic Buildings:  The  
Appropriateness of Substitute Materials for Resurfacing Historic Wood Frame  
Buildings  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief08.htm 
 
 
Preservation Brief 09:  The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief09.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 10:  Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief10.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 11:  Rehabilitating Historic Storefronts 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief11.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 12:  The Preservation of Historic Pigmented Structural Glass 
(Vitrolite and Carrara Glass) 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief12.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 13:  The Repair and Thermal Upgrading of Historic Steel  
Windows  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief13.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 14:  New Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings:  Preservation 
Concerns  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief14.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 15:  Preservation of Historic Concrete:  Problems and General 
Approaches  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief15.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 16:  The Use of Substitute Materials on Historic Building  
Exteriors  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief16.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 17:  Architectural Character—Identifying the Visual Aspects of 
Historic Buildings as an Aid to Preserving Their Character 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief17.htm 
�
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Preservation Brief 18:  Rehabilitating Interiors in Historic Buildings—Identifying 
Character-Defining Elements  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief18.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 19:  The Repair and Replacement of Historic Wooden Shingle 
Roofs  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief19.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 20:  The Preservation of Historic Barns 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief20.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 21:  Repairing Historic Flat Plaster—Walls and Ceilings 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief21.htm 
�
Preservation Brief 22:  The Preservation and Repair of Historic Stucco 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief22.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 23:  Preserving Historic Ornamental Plaster 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief23.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 24:  Heating, Ventilating, and Cooling Historic Buildings:   
Problems and Recommended Approaches 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief24.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 25:  The Preservation of Historic Signs 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief25.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 26:  The Preservation and Repair of Historic Log Buildings 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief26.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 27:  The Maintenance and Repair of Architectural Cast Iron 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief27.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 28:  Painting Historic Interiors 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief28.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 29:  The Repair, Replacement, and Maintenance of Historic Slate 
Roofs     http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief29.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 30:  The Preservation and Repair of Historic Clay Tile Roofs 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief30.htm 
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Preservation Brief 31:  Mothballing Historic Buildings 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief31.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 32:  Making Historic Properties Accessible 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief32.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 33:  The Preservation and Repair of Historic Stained and 
Leaded Glass  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief33.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 34:  Applied Decoration for Historic Interiors:  Preserving Historic  
Composition Ornament  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief34.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 35:  Understanding Old Buildings:  The Process of Architectural 
Investigation  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief35.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 36:  Protecting Cultural Landscapes:  Planning, Treatment, and 
Management of Historic Landscapes 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief36.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 37:  Appropriate Methods of Reducing Lead-Paint Hazards in  
Historic Housing  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief37.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 38:  Removing Graffiti from Historic Masonry 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief38.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 39:  Holding the Line:  Controlling Unwanted Moisture in Historic  
Buildings  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief39.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 40:  Preserving Historic Ceramic Tile Floors 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief40.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 41:  The Seismic Retrofit of Historic Buildings:  Keeping  
Preservation in the Forefront 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief41.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 42:  The Maintenance, Repair, and Replacement of Historic Cast 
Stone  http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief42.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 43:  The Preparation and Use of Historic Structure Reports 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief43.htm 
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Preservation Brief 44:  Replacement, and New Design 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief44.htm 
�
Non-Profit Historic Preservation Organizations 
National Trust for Historic Preservation (National Non-Profit Organization) 
http://www.nationaltrust.org 
 
National Trust Main Street Center (Headquarters for Main Street Program) 
http://www.mainstreet.org 
 
National Center for Preservation Technology and Training (NCPTT) 
http:/www.ncptt.nps.gov/ 
 
Association for Preservation Technology (International Membership Organization) 
http://www.apti.org/ 
 
Historic Preservation Foundation of North Carolina, Inc. (Preservation NC) 
http://www.presnc.org/ 
 
State Agencies 
 
North Carolina Historic Preservation Office (State Preservation Agency) 
http://www.hpo.dcr.state.nc.us 
 
North Carolina State Historic Sites 
http://www.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/section/hs/ 
 
Trade Magazines with Historic Preservation Resources 
 
Traditional Building Magazine (Trade Magazine for Historic Commercial & Public 
Architecture)  www.traditional-building.com/ 
 
Period Homes (Trade Magazine for Historic Residential Architecture 
www.period-homes.com 
 
Old House Journal (Trade Magazine for Historic Buildings) 
http://www.oldhousejournal.com/ 
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These terms have been compiled from a variety of sources including Landmark Yellow Pages by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation,  The Architecture of Wake County, NC by Kelly Lally, and Design Guidelines 
for Raleigh Historic Districts, Raleigh Historic District Commission, and *Reid Thomas, Restoration Special-
ist, Eastern Office, NC HPO. 
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Edenton Properties and Districts on the National Register of Historic Places 
 
Albania, 5/13/1976 

Athol, 5/22/1980 

Barker House, 3/24/1972 

Chowan County Courthouse, National Historic Landmark, 4/15/1970 

Cullen Jones House, 5/3/2006 

Cupola House, National Historic Landmark, 4/29/1982 

Edenton Cotton Mill Historic District, 2/5/1999 

Edenton Historic District, 7/16/1973 

Edenton Historic District Boundary Expansion, 10/5/2001 

Edenton Station, U.S. Government Fish & Fisheries Commission, 9/14/2002 

Hayes Plantation, National Historic Landmark, 3/3/1974 

Hicks Field, 9/13/1995 

James Iredell House, 2/26/1970 

Mulberry Hill, 5/13/1976 

Peanut Factory, 9/20/1979 

Pembroke Hall, 11/7/1976 

Sandy Point, 4/25/1985 

Shelton Plantation House, 10/29/1974 

Speight House and Cotton Gin, 9/22/1980 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and Churchyard, National Historic Landmark5/29/1975 

Strawberry Hill, 5/22/1980 

Wessington House, 5/22/1980 
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Edenton Properties and Districts on the North Carolina Study List 

Edenton Historic District Boundary Expansion, 10/9/2003 

North Edenton Historic District,, 10/9/2003 

Westover Heights Subdivision, 10/9/2003 

Colonial Inn, 10/9/2003 

D.F. Walker School, 10/9/2003 

Holmes High School, 10/9/2003 

Marine Corps Air Station Building (Edenton Airport), 10/9/2003 

M.C.A.S. Edenton Boathouse, 3/25/2004 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



/-� �����������	�
������
�
������
�
�������������
���

 

 

North Carolina Enabling Legislation for the Creation of 
Historic Preservation Commissions by Counties and Municipalities 

G.S. 160A-400.1-400.14 
 
Note: The following text has been taken from the North Carolina General Assembly 
General Statutes Web site at http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/Statutes/Statutes.html. Com-
plete texts (by full chapters, not sections) of all General Statutes may be downloaded 
in HTML, PDF, and RTF formats at that site. 
 
§ 160A-400.1. Legislative findings. 
The historical heritage of our State is one of our most valued and important assets. The 
conservation and preservation of historic districts and landmarks stabilize and increase 
property values in their areas and strengthen the overall economy of the State. This 
Part authorizes cities and counties of the State within their respective zoning jurisdic-
tions and by means of listing, regulation, and acquisition: 
(1) To safeguard the heritage of the city or county by preserving any district or land-
mark therein that embodies important elements of its culture, history, architectural his-
tory, or prehistory; and (2) To promote the use and conservation of such district or 
landmark for the education, pleasure and enrichment of the residents of the city or 
county and the State as a whole. (1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.2. Exercise of powers by counties as well as cities. 
The term "municipality" or "municipal" as used in G.S. 160A-400.1 through 160A-
400.14 shall be deemed to include the governing board or legislative board of a 
county, to the end that counties may exercise the same powers as cities with respect to 
the establishment of historic districts and designation of landmarks. (1989, c. 706, s. 2; 
1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 1024, s. 40.) 
§ 160A-400.3. Character of historic district defined. 
Historic districts established pursuant to this Part shall consist of areas which are 
deemed to be of special significance in terms of their history, prehistory, architecture, 
and/or culture, and to possess integrity of design, setting, materials, feeling, and asso-
ciation. (1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.4. Designation of historic districts. 
Any municipal governing board may, as part of a zoning or other ordinance enacted or 
amended pursuant to this Article, designate and from time to time amend one or more 
historic districts within the area subject to the ordinance. Such ordinance may treat 
historic districts either as a separate use district classification or as districts which 
overlay other zoning districts. Where historic districts are designated as separate use 
districts, the zoning ordinance may include as uses by right or as conditional uses 
those uses found by the Preservation Commission to have existed during the period 
sought to be restored or preserved, or to be compatible with the restoration or preser-
vation of the district. No historic district or districts shall be designated until: 
(1) An investigation and report describing the significance of the buildings, structures, 
features, sites or surroundings included in any such proposed district, and a description 
of the boundaries of such district has been prepared, and 
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(2) The Department of Cultural Resources, acting through the State Historic Preserva-
tion Officer or his or her designee, shall have made an analysis of and recommenda-
tions concerning such report and description of proposed boundaries. Failure of the 
department to submit its written analysis and recommendations to the municipal gov-
erning board within 30 calendar days after a written request for such analysis has been 
received by the Department of Cultural Resources shall relieve the municipality of any 
responsibility for awaiting such analysis, and said board may at any time thereafter 
take any necessary action to adopt or amend its zoning ordinance. 
The municipal governing board may also, in its discretion, refer the report and pro-
posed boundaries to any local preservation commission or other interested body for its 
recommendations prior to taking action to amend the zoning ordinance. With respect 
to any changes in the boundaries of such district subsequent to its initial establishment, 
or the creation of additional districts within the jurisdiction, the investigative studies 
and reports required by subdivision (1) of this section shall be prepared by the preser-
vation commission, and shall be referred to the local planning agency for its review 
and comment according to procedures set forth in the zoning ordinance. Changes in 
the boundaries of an initial district or proposal for additional districts shall also be sub-
mitted to the Department of Cultural Resources in accordance with the provisions of 
subdivision (2) of this section. 
On receipt of these reports and recommendations, the municipality may proceed in the 
same manner as would otherwise be required for the adoption or amendment of any 
appropriate zoning ordinance provisions. (1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.5. Designation of landmarks; adoption of an ordinance; criteria for 
designation. 
Upon complying with G.S. 160A-400.6, the governing board may adopt and from time 
to time amend or repeal an ordinance designating one or more historic landmarks. No 
property shall be recommended for designation as a historic landmark unless it is 
deemed and found by the preservation commission to be of special significance in 
terms of its historical, prehistorical, architectural, or cultural importance, and to pos-
sess integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling and/or association. 
The ordinance shall describe each property designated in the ordinance, the name or 
names of the owner or owners of the property, those elements of the property that are 
integral to its historical, architectural, or prehistorical value, including the land area of 
the property so designated, and any other information the governing board deems nec-
essary. For each building, structure, site, area, or object so designated as a historic 
landmark, the ordinance shall require that the waiting period set forth in this Part be 
observed prior to its demolition. For each designated landmark, the ordinance may 
also provide for a suitable sign on the property indicating that the property has been so 
designated. If the owner consents, the sign shall be placed upon the property. If the 
owner objects, the sign shall be placed on a nearby public right-of-way. (1989, c. 706, 
s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.6. Required landmark designation procedures. 
As a guide for the identification and evaluation of landmarks, the commission shall 
undertake, at the earliest possible time and consistent with the resources available to it, 
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an inventory of properties of historical, architectural, prehistorical, and cultural signifi-
cance within its jurisdiction. Such inventories and any additions or revisions thereof 
shall be submitted as expeditiously as possible to the Office of Archives and History. 
No ordinance designating a historic building, structure, site, area or object as a land-
mark nor any amendment thereto may be adopted, nor may any property be accepted 
or acquired by a preservation commission or the governing board of a municipality, 
until all of the following procedural steps have been taken: 
(1) The preservation commission shall (i) prepare and adopt rules of procedure, and 
(ii) prepare and adopt principles and guidelines, not inconsistent with this Part, for al-
tering, restoring, moving, or demolishing properties designated as landmarks. 
(2) The preservation commission shall make or cause to be made an investigation and 
report on the historic, architectural, prehistorical, educational or cultural significance 
of each building, structure, site, area or object proposed for designation or acquisition. 
Such investigation or report shall be forwarded to the Office of Archives and History, 
North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources. 
(3) The Department of Cultural Resources, acting through the State Historic Preserva-
tion Officer shall either upon request of the department or at the initiative of the pres-
ervation commission be given an opportunity to review and comment upon the sub-
stance and effect of the designation of any landmark pursuant to this Part. Any com-
ments shall be provided in writing. If the Department does not submit its comments or 
recommendation in connection with any designation within 30 days following receipt 
by the Department of the investigation and report of the commission, the commission 
and any city or county governing board shall be relieved of any responsibility to con-
sider such comments. 
(4) The preservation commission and the governing board shall hold a joint public 
hearing or separate public hearings on the proposed ordinance. Reasonable notice of 
the time and place thereof shall be given. All meetings of the commission shall be 
open to the public, in accordance with the North Carolina Open Meetings Law, Chap-
ter 143, Article 33C. 
(5) Following the joint public hearing or separate public hearings, the governing board 
may adopt the ordinance as proposed, adopt the ordinance with any amendments it 
deems necessary, or reject the proposed ordinance. 
(6) Upon adoption of the ordinance, the owners and occupants of each designated 
landmark shall be given written notification of such designation insofar as reasonable 
diligence permits. One copy of the ordinance and all amendments thereto shall be filed 
by the preservation commission in the office of the register of deeds of the county in 
which the landmark or landmarks are located. Each designated landmark shall be in-
dexed according to the name of the owner of the property in the grantee and grantor 
indexes in the register of deeds office, and the preservation commission shall pay a 
reasonable fee for filing and indexing. In the case of any landmark property lying 
within the zoning jurisdiction of a city, a second copy of the ordinance and all amend-
ments thereto shall be kept on file in the office of the city or town clerk and be made 
available for public inspection at any reasonable time. A third copy of the ordinance 
and all amendments thereto shall be given to the city or county building inspector. The 
fact that a building, structure, site, area or object has been designated a landmark shall 
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be clearly indicated on all tax maps maintained by the county or city for such period as 
the designation remains in effect. 
(7) Upon the adoption of the landmarks ordinance or any amendment thereto, it shall 
be the duty of the preservation commission to give notice thereof to the tax supervisor 
of the county in which the property is located. The designation and any recorded re-
strictions upon the property limiting its use for preservation purposes shall be consid-
ered by the tax supervisor in appraising it for tax purposes. (1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.7. Historic Preservation Commission. 
Before it may designate one or more landmarks or historic districts, a municipality 
shall establish or designate a historic preservation commission. The municipal govern-
ing board shall determine the number of the members of the commission, which shall 
be at least three, and the length of their terms, which shall be no greater than four 
years. A majority of the members of such a commission shall have demonstrated spe-
cial interest, experience, or education in history, architecture, archaeology, or related 
fields. All the members shall reside within the territorial jurisdiction of the municipal-
ity as established pursuant to G.S. 160A-360. The commission may appoint advisory 
bodies and committees as appropriate. 
In lieu of establishing a historic preservation commission, a municipality may desig-
nate as its historic preservation commission, (i) a separate historic districts commis-
sion or a separate historic landmarks commission established pursuant to this Part to 
deal only with historic districts or landmarks respectively, (ii) a planning agency es-
tablished pursuant to this Article, or (iii) a community appearance commission estab-
lished pursuant to Part 7 of this Article. In order for a commission or board other than 
the preservation commission to be designated, at least three of its members shall have 
demonstrated special interest, experience, or education in history, architecture, or re-
lated fields. At the discretion of the municipality the ordinance may also provide that 
the preservation commission may exercise within a historic district any or all of the 
powers of a planning agency or a community appearance commission. 
A county and one or more cities in the county may establish or designate a joint pres-
ervation commission. If a joint commission is established or designated, the county 
and cities involved shall determine the residence requirements of members of the joint 
preservation commission. (1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.8. Powers of the Historic Preservation Commission. 
A preservation commission established pursuant to this Part may, within the zoning 
jurisdiction of the municipality: 
(1) Undertake an inventory of properties of historical, prehistorical, architectural, and/
or cultural significance; 
(2) Recommend to the municipal governing board areas to be designated by ordinance 
as "Historic Districts"; and individual structures, buildings, sites, areas, or objects to 
be designated by ordinance as "Landmarks"; 
(3) Acquire by any lawful means the fee or any lesser included interest, including op-
tions to purchase, to properties within established districts or to any such properties 
designated as landmarks, to hold, manage, preserve, restore and improve the same, and 
to exchange or dispose of the property by public or private sale, lease or otherwise, 
subject to covenants or other legally binding restrictions which will secure appropriate 
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rights of public access and promote the preservation of the property; 
(4) Restore, preserve and operate historic properties; 
(5) Recommend to the governing board that designation of any area as a historic dis-
trict or part thereof, or designation of any building, structure, site, area, or object as a 
landmark, be revoked or removed for cause; 
(6) Conduct an educational program with respect to historic properties and districts 
within its jurisdiction; 
(7) Cooperate with the State, federal, and local governments in pursuance of the pur-
poses of this Part. The governing board or the commission when authorized by the 
governing board may contract with the State, or the United States of America, or any 
agency of either, or with any other organization provided the terms are not inconsis-
tent with State or federal law; 
(8) Enter, solely in performance of its official duties and only at reasonable times, 
upon private lands for examination or survey thereof. However, no member, employee 
or agent of the commission may enter any private building or structure without the ex-
press consent of the owner or occupant thereof; 
(9) Prepare and recommend the official adoption of a preservation element as part of 
the municipality's comprehensive plan; 
(10) Review and act upon proposals for alterations, demolitions, or new construction 
within historic districts, or for the alteration or demolition of designated landmarks, 
pursuant to this Part; and 
(11) Negotiate at any time with the owner of a building, structure, site, area, or object 
for its acquisition or its preservation, when such action is reasonably necessary or ap-
propriate. (1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.9. Certificate of appropriateness required. 
(a) From and after the designation of a landmark or a historic district, no exterior por-
tion of any building or other structure (including masonry walls, fences, light fixtures, 
steps and pavement, or other appurtenant features), nor above-ground utility structure 
nor any type of outdoor advertising sign shall be erected, altered, restored, moved, or 
demolished on such landmark or within such district until after an application for a 
certificate of appropriateness as to exterior features has been submitted to and ap-
proved by the preservation commission. The municipality shall require such a certifi-
cate to be issued by the commission prior to the issuance of a building permit or other 
permit granted for the purposes of constructing, altering, moving, or demolishing 
structures, which certificate may be issued subject to reasonable conditions necessary 
to carry out the purposes of this Part. A certificate of appropriateness shall be required 
whether or not a building or other permit is required. 
For purposes of this Part, "exterior features" shall include the architectural style, gen-
eral design, and general arrangement of the exterior of a building or other structure, 
including the kind and texture of the building material, the size and scale of the build-
ing, and the type and style of all windows, doors, light fixtures, signs, and other appur-
tenant fixtures. In the case of outdoor advertising signs, "exterior features" shall be 
construed to mean the style, material, size, and location of all such signs. Such 
"exterior features" may, in the discretion of the local governing board, include historic 
signs, color, and significant landscape, archaeological, and natural features of the area. 
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Except as provided in (b) below, the commission shall have no jurisdiction over inte-
rior arrangement and shall take no action under this section except to prevent the con-
struction, reconstruction, alteration, restoration, moving, or demolition of buildings, 
structures, appurtenant fixtures, outdoor advertising signs, or other significant features 
in the district which would be incongruous with the special character of the landmark 
or district. 
(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, jurisdiction of the commission over 
interior spaces shall be limited to specific interior features of architectural, artistic or 
historical significance in publicly owned landmarks; and of privately owned historic 
landmarks for which consent for interior review has been given by the owner. Said 
consent of an owner for interior review shall bind future owners and/or successors in 
title, provided such consent has been filed in the office of the register of deeds of the 
county in which the property is located and indexed according to the name of the 
owner of the property in the grantee and grantor indexes. The landmark designation 
shall specify the interior features to be reviewed and the specific nature of the commis-
sion's jurisdiction over the interior. 
(c) Prior to any action to enforce a landmark or historic district ordinance, the commis-
sion shall (i) prepare and adopt rules of procedure, and (ii) prepare and adopt princi-
ples and guidelines not inconsistent with this Part for new construction, alterations, 
additions, moving and demolition. The ordinance may provide, subject to prior adop-
tion by the preservation commission of detailed standards, for the review and approval 
by an administrative official of applications for a certificate of appropriateness or of 
minor works as defined by ordinance; provided, however, that no application for a cer-
tificate of appropriateness may be denied without formal action by the preservation 
commission. Prior to issuance or denial of a certificate of appropriateness the commis-
sion shall take such steps as may be reasonably required in the ordinance and/or rules 
of procedure to inform the owners of any property likely to be materially affected by 
the application, and shall give the applicant and such owners an opportunity to be 
heard. In cases where the commission deems it necessary, it may hold a public hearing 
concerning the application. All meetings of the commission shall be open to the pub-
lic, in accordance with the North Carolina Open Meetings Law, Chapter 143, Article 
33C. 
(d) All applications for certificates of appropriateness shall be reviewed and acted 
upon within a reasonable time, not to exceed 180 days from the date the application 
for a certificate of appropriateness is filed, as defined by the ordinance or the commis-
sion's rules of procedure. As part of its review procedure, the commission may view 
the premises and seek the advice of the Division of Archives and History or such other 
expert advice as it may deem necessary under the circumstances. 
(e) An appeal may be taken to the Board of Adjustment from the commission's action 
in granting or denying any certificate, which appeals (i) may be taken by any ag-
grieved party, (ii) shall be taken within times prescribed by the preservation commis-
sion by general rule, and (iii) shall be in the nature of certiorari. Any appeal from the 
Board of Adjustment's decision in any such case shall be heard by the superior court of 
the county in which the municipality is located. 
(f) All of the provisions of this Part are hereby made applicable to construction, altera-
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tion, moving and demolition by the State of North Carolina, its political subdivisions, 
agencies and instrumentalities, provided however they shall not apply to interiors of 
buildings or structures owned by the State of North Carolina. The State and its agen-
cies shall have a right of appeal to the North Carolina Historical Commission or any 
successor agency assuming its responsibilities under G.S. 121-12(a) from any decision 
of a local preservation commission. The commission shall render its decision within 
30 days from the date that the notice of appeal by the State is received by it. The cur-
rent edition of the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and Guide-
lines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings shall be the sole principles and guidelines 
used in reviewing applications of the State for certificates of appropriateness. The de-
cision of the commission shall be final and binding upon both the State and the preser-
vation commission. (1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.10. Conflict with other laws. 
Whenever any ordinance adopted pursuant to this Part requires a longer waiting period 
or imposes other higher standards with respect to a designated historic landmark or 
district than are established under any other statute, charter provision, or regulation, 
this Part shall govern. Whenever the provisions of any other statute, charter provision, 
ordinance or regulation require a longer waiting period or impose other higher stan-
dards than are established under this Part, such other statute, charter provision, ordi-
nance or regulation shall govern. (1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.11. Remedies. 
In case any building, structure, site, area or object designated as a historic landmark or 
located within a historic district designated pursuant to this Part is about to be demol-
ished whether as the result of deliberate neglect or otherwise, materially altered, re-
modeled, removed or destroyed, except in compliance with the ordinance or other pro-
visions of this Part, the city or county, the historic preservation commission, or other 
party aggrieved by such action may institute any appropriate action or proceedings to 
prevent such unlawful demolition, destruction, material alteration, remodeling or re-
moval, to restrain, correct or abate such violation, or to prevent any illegal act or con-
duct with respect to such building, structure, site, area or object. Such remedies shall 
be in addition to any others authorized by this Chapter for violation of a municipal or-
dinance. (1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.12. Appropriations. 
A city or county governing board is authorized to make appropriations to a historic 
preservation commission established pursuant to this Part in any amount that it may 
determine necessary for the expenses of the operation of the commission, and may 
make available any additional amounts necessary for the acquisition, restoration, pres-
ervation, operation, and management of historic buildings, structures, sites, areas or 
objects designated as historic landmarks or within designated historic districts, or of 
land on which such buildings or structures are located, or to which they may be re-
moved. (1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.13. Certain changes not prohibited. 
Nothing in this Part shall be construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance or repair of 
any exterior architectural feature in a historic district or of a landmark which does not 
involve a change in design, material or appearance thereof, nor to prevent the con-
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struction, reconstruction, alteration, restoration, moving or demolition of any such fea-
ture which the building inspector or similar official shall certify is required by the pub-
lic safety because of an unsafe or dangerous condition. Nothing in this Part shall be 
construed to prevent a property owner from making any use of his property that is not 
prohibited by other law. Nothing in this Part shall be construed to prevent a) the main-
tenance, or b) in the event of an emergency the immediate restoration, of any existing 
above-ground utility structure without approval by the preservation commission. 
(1989, c. 706, s. 2.) 
§ 160A-400.14. Delay in demolition of landmarks and buildings within historic 
district. 
(a) An application for a certificate of appropriateness authorizing the relocation, demo-
lition or destruction of a designated landmark or a building, structure or site within the 
district may not be denied except as provided in subsection (c). However, the effective 
date of such a certificate may be delayed for a period of up to 365 days from the date 
of approval. The maximum period of delay authorized by this section shall be reduced 
by the commission where it finds that the owner would suffer extreme hardship or be 
permanently deprived of all beneficial use of or return from such property by virtue of 
the delay. During such period the preservation commission shall negotiate with the 
owner and with any other parties in an effort to find a means of preserving the build-
ing or site. If the preservation commission finds that a building or site within a district 
has no special significance or value toward maintaining the character of the district, it 
shall waive all or part of such period and authorize earlier demolition, or removal. If 
the commission or planning agency has voted to recommend designation of a property 
as a landmark or designation of an area as a district, and final designation has not been 
made by the local governing board, the demolition or destruction of any building, site, 
or structure located on the property of the proposed landmark or in the proposed dis-
trict may be delayed by the commission or planning agency for a period of up to 180 
days or until the local governing board takes final action on the designation, which-
ever occurs first. 
(b) The governing board of any municipality may enact an ordinance to prevent the 
demolition by neglect of any designated landmark or any building or structure within 
an established historic district. Such ordinance shall provide appropriate safeguards to 
protect property owners from undue economic hardship. 
(c) An application for a certificate of appropriateness authorizing the demolition or destruc-
tion of a building, site, or structure determined by the State Historic Preservation Officer as 
having statewide significance as defined in the criteria of the National Register of Historic 
Places may be denied except where the commission finds that the owner would suffer ex-
treme hardship or be permanently deprived of all beneficial use or return by virtue of the de-
nial. (1989, c. 706, s. 2; 1991, c. 514.)�
�
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