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ARTICLE 17. SIGNS 
 
Section 17.1   Purpose/Definitions.  
 

The purpose of this article is to create a comprehensive system of signage within the Town of 
Edenton and is further intended to facilitate an effective and attractive means of communication.  It 
recognizes the need for an orderly and aesthetically pleasing community as well as the need for 
adequate business identification.  This article regulates the use of signs in order to ensure (i) that 
they are designed, constructed, installed, and maintained in such a manner that they do not 
endanger the public safety and welfare and (ii) that they are compatible with their surroundings.  
However, the regulations contained herein are designed to provide flexibility for the individual 
identification of businesses and services.  Signs which do not conform to the requirements of this 
article are declared to be nonconforming and are allowed to remain in existence until the 
termination of a five-year amortization period. 
 

Unless otherwise specifically provided, or unless clearly required by the context, the words 
and phrases defined in this section shall have the meaning indicated when used in this article.  
  

(a) Sign.  Any device that is sufficiently visible to persons not located on the lot where 
such device is located to accomplish the objective of (I) directing attention to a 
business, commodity, service, entertainment or other activity sold or offered 
exclusively on the premises where the sign is located; or (ii) communicating 
information to them. 

 
(b) Feather Sign. A freestanding temporary sign typically constructed of a single plastic 

or metal shaft driven in the ground with an attached pennant that is vertically 
elongated and attached to the shaft. 

 
(c) Freestanding Sign.  A sign that is attached to, erected on, or supported by some 

structure (such as a pole, mast, frame, or other structure) that is not itself an integral 
part of or attached to a building or other structure whose principal function is 
something other than the support of a sign.  A sign that stands without supporting 
elements, such as "sandwich sign," is also a freestanding sign.  

 
(d) LED Sign. An LED sign uses an array of light-emitting diodes as pixels for a video 

display. Their brightness allows them to be used outdoors where they are visible in 
the sun for store signs and billboards. 

 
 (e) Temporary Sign.  A sign that (i) is used in connection with a circumstance, situation, 

or event that is designed, intended or expected to take place or to be completed 
within a reasonably short or definite period after the erection of such sign, or (ii) is 
intended to remain on the location where it is erected or placed for a period of not 
more than fifteen days.  If a sign display area is permanent but the message 
displayed is subject to periodic changes, that sign shall not be regarded as 
temporary.  Temporary signs include political signs. 

 
(f) Nonconforming Sign.  See Section 8.9, Nonconforming Signs. 
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(g) Internally Illuminated Sign.  A sign where the source of the illumination is inside the 
sign and light emanates through the message of the sign, rather than being reflected 
off the surface of the sign from an external source.  Without limiting the generality of 
the foregoing, signs that consist of or contain tubes that (i) are filled with neon or 
some other gas that glows when an electric current passes through it and (ii) are 
intended to form or constitute all or part of the message of the sign, rather than 
merely providing illumination to other parts of the sign that contain the message, 
shall also be considered internally illuminated signs. 

 
(h) Projecting Sign.  A sign which is attached to and projects more than twelve (12) 

inches from a building face or wall. 
 
(i) Wall Sign.  Any sign attached to, painted on, or erected against any wall of a 

building or structure so that the exposed face of the sign is on a place parallel to the 
plane of said wall and which does not extend more than 12 inches from the wall.  
Wall sign also includes any sign erected against, installed on or painted on a 
penthouse above the roof of a building as long as the wall of the penthouse is on a 
plane parallel to the wall of the building.  Wall sign also includes a sign attached to, 
painted on, or erected against a false wall or false roof that does not vary more than 
thirty (30) degrees from the plane of the adjoining wall elevation. 

 
Section 17.2   Permit Required for Signs.  
  

(a) Except as otherwise provided in Sections 17.3 (Signs Not Requiring a Permit) and 
17.4 (Certain Temporary Signs:  Permit Exceptions and Additional Regulations), no sign may be 
erected, moved, enlarged, or substantially altered except in accordance with the provisions of this 
section.  Mere repainting or changing the message of a sign shall not, in and of itself, be considered 
a substantial alteration.  
  

(b) If plans submitted for a development permit, minor special use permit, or major 
special use permit include sign plans in sufficient detail that the permit-issuing authority can 
determine whether the proposed sign or signs comply with the provisions of this chapter, then 
issuance of the requested development, minor special use, or major special use permit shall 
constitute approval of the proposed sign or signs. (Amended 9/14/2021) 
  

(c) Signs not approved as provided in subsection (b) or exempted under the provisions 
referenced in subsection (a) may be erected, moved, enlarged, or substantially altered only in 
accordance with a sign permit issued by the administrator.  
  

(1) Sign permit applications and sign permits shall be governed by the same 
provisions of this chapter applicable to development permits. (Amended 

9/14/2021) 
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(2) In the case of a lot occupied or intended to be occupied by multiple business 
enterprises (e.g., a shopping center), sign permits shall be issued in the 
name of the lot owner or his agent or in the name of the individual business 
enterprise requesting a particular sign.  The town may assist the owner by 
suggesting a formula whereby the maximum square footage of sign area 
allowed on the lot may be allocated equitably among all tenants, but the 
town shall be responsible for enforcing only the provisions of this chapter 
and not the provisions of any allocation formula, lease, or other private 
restriction.  

 
Section 17.3   Signs Not Requiring A Permit. 
 

The following signs are exempt from regulation under this chapter except for those stated in 
Subsections 17.18(a) through (d). 

 
(a) Incidental Informational. A sign, generally informational, that has a purpose to the 

use of the subject property on which it is located, such as “no parking,” “entrance,” “loading only,” 
and other similar directives. 

 
(b) Flags. Flags on a single, straight flagpole provided that: 
 

(1) The flagpole is attached to the ground, building, or other object at only one 
end; it may not be attached to another pole. 

 
(2) Flags are not hung or stretched between two (2) poles or a pole and another 

object or the ground; 
 
(3) Flags are attached to the pole (or rope) on one (1) side only and are not 

weighted on an unattached side; 
 
(4) Flags hung from a horizontal, or nearly horizontal, pole and displayed 

against, or nearly against, a wall, fence, or similar structure are prohibited 
(this applies only to flags permitted by this section); 

 
(5) More than one (1) flag may fly on a single pole; 
 
(6) The flags are not “feather flag;” and 
 
(7) All applicable requirements of Article 17 are complied with. 

 
 (c) Temporary Signs. A banner, pennant, poster, or display constructed of paper, cloth, 
canvas, plastic sheet, cardboard, wall board, plywood, or other like materials, and that appears to 
be intended or determined by the UDO Administrator to be displayed for a limited period of time. 
 
 (d) Construction Signs. An on-site temporary sign identifying the names of the 
individuals and/or firms connected with the construction of an active project.  Fence wraps 
displaying signage when affixed to perimeter fencing at a construction site are exempt until the 
certificate of occupancy is issued for the final portion of any construction at the site or 24 months 
from the time the fence wrap was installed, whichever is shorter.  If construction is not completed at 
the end of 24 months from the time the fence wrap is installed, the Town may regulate the signage 
but shall continue to allow fence wrapping materials to be affixed to the perimeter fencing.  No fence 



 
Town of Edenton 
Unified Development Ordinance, 10/99 17-4 

wrap affixed pursuant to this subsection may display any advertising other than advertising 
sponsored by a person directly involved in the construction project and for which monetary 
compensation for the advertisement is not paid or required. 
 
 (e) Miscellaneous Exemptions. 
 

(1) Handicapped parking space signs; signs associated with the operation of 
equipment or other functional elements such as menu boards, automatic 
teller machines, gas pumps, vending machines, scoreboards, and similar 
incidental signs; signs visible only from the premises, markers which are 
non-commercial in nature. 

 
(2) Memorial signs, plaques, or grave markers. 
  
(3) Signs not exceeding four square feet in area that are customarily associated 

with residential use and that are not of a commercial nature, such as (i) 
signs giving property identification names or numbers or names of 
occupants, (ii) signs on mailboxes or paper tubes, and (iii) signs posted on 
private property relating to private parking or warning the public against 
trespassing or danger from animals.  

 
(4) Signs erected by or on behalf of or pursuant to the authorization of a 

governmental body, including legal notices, identification and informational 
signs, and traffic, directional or regulatory signs.  

 
(5) Official signs of a noncommercial nature erected by public utilities.  
 
(6) Flags, pennants, or insignia of any governmental or nonprofit organization 

when not displayed in connection with a commercial promotion or as an 
advertising device.  

 
(7) Integral decorative or architectural features of buildings or works of art, so 

long as such features or works do not contain letters, trademarks, moving 
parts, or lights.  

 
(8) Signs directing and guiding traffic on private property that do not exceed four 

square feet each and that bear no advertising matter.  
 
(9) Signs painted on or otherwise permanently attached to currently licensed 

motor vehicles that are not primarily used as signs.  
 
(10) Signs determined by the Town Council to be of local historical significance. 
 
(11) Identification signs not exceeding three (3) square feet in area (one only per 

premises). 
 
(12) Political signs erected in accordance with NC General Statutes §136-32 as 

follows: 
 

(i) During the period beginning on the 30th day before the beginning 
date of “one stop” early voting under NC General Statutes §163-
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227.2 and ending on the 10th day after the primary or election day, a 
person may place political signs in the right-of-way of the State 
highway system or Town street as provided in this section.  Signs 
must be placed in compliance with subsection (ii) below and 
removed by the end of the period prescribed herein. 

 
(ii) The permittee must obtain the permission of the property owner of a 

residence, business or religious institution fronting the right-of-way 
where a sign would be erected.  Signs must be placed in accordance 
with the following: 

 

 No sign shall be permitted in the right-of-way of a fully 
controlled access highway. 

 No sign shall be closer than three (3) feet from the edge of 
the pavement of the road. 

 No sign shall obscure motorist visibility at an intersection. 

 No sign shall be larger than 864 square inches. 

 No sign shall obscure or replace another sign. 
 
Section 17.3   Certain Temporary Signs: Permit Exemptions and Additional Regulations.  
 

(a) The following temporary signs are permitted without a development, minor special 
use, major special use, or sign permit.  However, such signs shall conform to the requirements set 
forth below as well as all other applicable requirements of this chapter. (Amended 9/14/2021)   
 

(1) Construction site identification signs.  Such signs may identify the project, 
the owner or developer, architect, engineer, contractor and subcontractors, 
funding sources, and may contain related information.  Not more than one 
such sign may be erected per site, and it may not exceed thirty-two square 
feet in area.  Such signs shall not be erected prior to the issuance of a 
building permit and shall be removed within ten days after the issuance of 
the final occupancy permit.  

 
(2) Signs attached temporarily to the interior of a building window or glass door. 

 Such signs, individually or collectively, may not cover more than twenty-five 
percent of the surface area of the transparent portion of the window or door 
to which they are attached.  Such signs shall be removed within thirty days 
after placement.  (Amended 5/29/90) 

 
(3) Displays, including lighting, erected in connection with the observance of 

holidays.  Such signs shall be removed within ten days following the 
holidays.  

 
 
(4) Signs indicating that a special event such as a grand opening, fair, carnival, 

circus, festival or similar happening is to take place on the lot where the sign 
is located.  Such signs may be erected not sooner than two weeks before 
the event and must be removed not later than three days after the event. 

 
(5) Feather Flags. Limited to two flags per business, but no more than six (6) 

flags at one time per approved major or minor site plan.  Commercial 
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advertisement flags no greater than ten (10) feet in height and no greater 
than four (4) feet in width and, on a temporary basis, shall be permitted and 
shall contain the imprint or logo of the business in which the flag is intended, 
no additional logos, joint advertising, or insignia shall be permitted.  No 
commercial advertisement flag shall be placed in the vehicular zone 
including parking areas, driveways, or vehicular ways.  Placement of flags 
shall not impede ingress/egress to the building. 

 
(6) Temporary signs not covered in the foregoing categories, so long as such 

signs meet the following restrictions:  
 

(i) Not more than one such sign may be located on any lot.  
 
(ii) No such sign may exceed four square feet in surface area.  
 
(iii) Such sign may not be displayed for longer than fourteen (14) 

consecutive days nor more than twenty (20) days out of any 365-day 
period.  

 
(b) Other temporary signs not listed in subsection (a) shall be regarded and treated in all 

respects as permanent signs.   
 
Section 17.4   Determining the Number of Signs.  
 

(a) For the purpose of determining the number of signs, a sign shall be considered to be 
a single display surface or display device containing elements organized, related, and composed to 
form a unit.  Where matter is displayed in a random manner without organized relationship of 
elements, each element shall be considered a single sign.  
 

(b) Without limiting the generality of subsection (a), a multi-sided sign shall be regarded 
as one sign.  
 
Section 17.5   Computation of Sign Area.  
 

(a) The surface area of a sign shall be computed by including the entire area within a 
single, continuous, rectilinear perimeter of not more than eight straight lines, or a circle or an ellipse, 
enclosing the extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem or other display, together with 
any material or color forming an integral part of the background of the display or used to 
differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure against which it is placed, but not including any 
supporting framework or bracing that is clearly incidental to the display itself.  
 

(b) If the sign consists of more than one section or module, all of the area, including that 
between sections or modules, shall be included in the computation of the sign area.  
 

(c) With respect to two-sided, multi-sided or three-dimensional signs, the surface area 
shall be computed by including the total of all sides designed either to attract attention or 
communicate information that can be seen at one time by any person from any vantage point.  For 
example, with respect to a typical two-sided sign where a message is printed on both sides of a flat 
surface, the sign surface area of each side (rather than the sum total of both sides) shall be 
regarded as the total sign surface area of that sign, since one can see only one side of the sign 
from any vantage point. 
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Section 17.6   Signs in Residential Districts. 
 
 Unless otherwise provided in this article or in Article 11, Supplementary Use Regulations, 
the maximum sign surface area permitted on any lot in any residential district (see Section 9.1) is 
four square feet. 
 
Section 17.7   Signs in MA and OS Districts. 
 

(a)    One Freestanding sign per lot, not to exceed sixty (60) square feet I sign surface 
area nor 6 feet in height, shall be permitted in MA and OS Districts.  Freestanding signs shall be 
located no closer than 10 feet from a property line or street right-of-way line and shall be set back a 
minimum of 50 feet from a street intersection, measured along the street right-of-way. 

 
(b) One wall sign per building entrance, not to exceed six (6) square feet in sign surface 

area, shall be permitted in MA Districts. 
 
Section 17.8   Signs in CD Districts. 
 

(a) One freestanding sign per street frontage, not to exceed 80 square feet in sign 
surface area nor 25 feet in height, shall be permitted in CD Districts.  Freestanding signs shall be 
located no closer than 10 feet from a property line or street right-of-way line and shall be set back a 
minimum of 50 feet from a street intersection, measured along the street right-of-way. 
 

(b) A maximum of 2 wall signs per building entrance not to exceed a total of 50 square 
feet in sign surface area shall be permitted in CD Districts.  Projecting signs, each not to exceed 3 
square feet in sign surface area, are permissible types of wall signs that may be included in the 
maximum number of wall signs but need not be included in the 50-foot maximum sign surface area. 
 For buildings with more than one street frontage, the requirements delineated above shall apply to 
each building facade adjacent to a public street. 
 

(c) In CD Districts, one canopy or awning sign may be permitted per premises provided 
that the surface area of such signs is included in the 50-foot maximum wall sign surface area 
required in subsection (b). 
 

(d) Signs painted directly onto a building window or glass door shall not exceed 25 
percent of the window or door glass surface area. 
 
Section 17.9   Signs in CN Districts. 
 

The sign requirements in CN Districts shall be the same as those delineated in Section 17.9, 
Signs in CD Districts, except that no freestanding signs shall be permitted in CN Districts. 
 
Section 17.10   Signs in CH Districts Within 1,000 Feet of U.S. Highway 17. 
 

(a) In CH Districts, properties within 1,000 feet of the U.S. Highway 17 bypass shall 
have a maximum sign area for all types of permitted signs which shall be determined as follows:  
  

(1) For lots with a street frontage of 75 linear feet or less, the maximum sign 
surface area shall be 75 square feet.   
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(2) For lots with lot street frontage greater than 75 linear feet, the maximum sign 
surface areas shall be one square foot of sign surface area per each linear 
foot of lot street frontage, up to a maximum of 500 feet of sign surface area.   

 
(3) For lots with more than one street frontage, the maximum sign area 

requirements shall apply to each street frontage.  (Amended 8/09/05) 
 

(b) One freestanding sign per street frontage, not to exceed 105 square feet in sign 
surface area, nor twenty (20) feet in height, shall be permitted.  Freestanding signs shall be located 
no closer than ten (10) feet from a property line or street right-of-way line and shall be set back a 
minimum of 100 feet from a street intersection, measured along the street right-of-way.  Free 
standing sign surface area is included in the maximum sign surface area.  (Amended 8/13/91) 
 

(c) A maximum of 2 wall signs per structure shall be permitted. 
 

(d) One canopy or awning sign may be permitted per building. 
 
Section 17.11   Signs in CH Districts Not Within 1,000 Feet of U.S. Highway 17. 
 

(a) Properties within CH Districts not located within 1,000 feet of the U.S. Highway 17 
by-pass shall have a maximum sign area for all types of permitted signs which shall be determined 
as follows: 
 

(1) For lots with a lot street frontage of 150 linear feet or less, the maximum sign 
surface area shall be 75 square feet. 

 
(2) For lots with a lot street frontage greater than 150 linear feet, the maximum 

sign surface area shall be 0.5 square feet of sign area for each linear foot of 
lot street frontage or 250 square feet of sign area, whichever is less. 

 
For lots with more than one street frontage, the maximum sign area 
requirements shall apply to each street frontage. 

 
(b) One freestanding sign per street frontage, not to exceed 80 square feet, nor 

fifteen (15) feet in height, shall be permitted.  Freestanding signs shall be located no closer than 
ten (10) feet from a property line or street right-of-way line and shall be set back a minimum of 
50 feet from a street intersection, measured along the street right-of-way.  Freestanding sign 
surface area is included in the maximum sign surface area. (Amended 08/09/2005) 

 
(c) A maximum of 2 wall signs per structure shall be permitted. 

 
(d) One canopy or awning sign may be permitted per building. 

 
Section 17.12   Shopping Center Signs. (Amended 6/02)  
  
 (a) One wall sign per separate business establishment in a shopping center 
development shall be permitted.  Allowable wall sign area shall be determined as follows: 

 
(1) Establishments with a building frontage of 50 linear feet or less shall have no 

sign greater than 50 square feet. 
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(2) Establishments with a building frontage greater than 50 linear feet shall have 
an additional area of 0.5 square feet of sign area for each linear foot over 50 
feet of building frontage to a maximum of 150 square feet of sign area, 
whichever is less. 

 
(b) One freestanding sign per street frontage, not to exceed 105 square feet in sign 

surface area nor 20 feet in height shall be permitted. (Amended 5/12/2015) 
  

(1) Freestanding signage shall be located no closer than 10’ from a property line 
or street right-of-way and shall be setback a minimum of 100’ from a street 
intersection, measured along the street right-of-way. 

 
(2) Vegetation (evergreen shrubbery) shall be required along the sides 
 and front of the base of the freestanding sign(s). 
 
(3) Shopping Center signage shall be of uniform design: double sided box type 

shape, constructed with materials conducive to that used for the shopping 
center building(s). 

 
(4) Freestanding signs shall not be internally illuminated. 
 

(Amended 11/25/2013) 
 

Section 17.13   Signs in IW Districts. 
 

The sign requirements in IW Districts shall be the same as those outlined in Section 17.12. 
 
Section 17.14   Subdivision and Multi-Family Development Entrance Signs.  
 

At any entrance to a residential subdivision or multi-family development, there may be not 
more than two signs identifying such subdivision or development.  A single side of any such sign 
may not exceed sixteen square feet, nor may the total surface area of all such signs located at a 
single entrance exceed thirty-two square feet.  
 
Section 17.15   Location Requirements.  
 

(a) No sign may extend above any parapet or be placed upon any roof surface, except 
that for purposes of this section, roof surfaces constructed at an angle of seventy-five degrees or 
more from horizontal shall be regarded as wall space.  This subsection shall not apply to displays, 
including lighting, erected in connection with the observation of holidays on the roofs of residential 
structures.  

 
(b) No sign or supporting structure may be located in or over the traveled portion of any 

public right-of-way unless the sign is attached to a structural element of a building and an 
encroachment permit has been obtained from the town. 

 
Section 17.16   Sign Illumination and Signs Containing Lights.  
 

(a) Unless otherwise prohibited by this chapter, signs may be illuminated if such 
illumination is in accordance with this section.  
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(b) No sign within 150 feet of a residential zone may be illuminated between the hours of 
12 midnight and 6:00 a.m., unless the impact of such lighting beyond the boundaries of the lot 
where it is located is entirely inconsequential.  
 

(c) Lighting directed toward a sign shall be shielded so that it illuminates only the face of 
the sign and does not shine directly into a public right-of-way or residential premises. 

 
(d) LED signs shall be allowed in all non-residential zoning districts. 

 
(e) Internally illuminated freestanding signs may not be illuminated during hours that the 

business or enterprise advertised by such sign is not open for business or in operation.  
 

(f) Subject to subsection (g), illuminated tubing or strings of lights that outline property 
lines, sales areas, roof lines, doors, windows, or similar areas are prohibited.  
 

(g) Subject to subsection (g), no sign may contain or be illuminated by flashing or 
intermittent lights or lights of changing degrees of intensity, as provided below: 

 
(1) Electronic message signs are allowed where permitted provided the 

message does not change more frequently than every eight (8) seconds and 
the message completes the change within two (2) seconds. 

 
(2) Illuminated signs erected in a non-residential district contiguous to a 

residential district shall be so shielded or directed so that light brightness 
shall not exceed one (1) foot-candle at the property boundary. 

(3) No revolving or rotating beam or beacon of light shall be permitted as part of 
any sign. 

 
(h) Subsections (e) and (f) do not apply to temporary signs erected in connection with 

the observance of holidays.  
 

(i) No internally illuminated sign shall be located in an HO District. 
 

Section 17.17   Miscellaneous Restrictions and Prohibitions.  
 

(a) No sign may be located so that it substantially interferes with the view necessary for 
motorists to proceed safely through intersections or to enter onto or exit from public streets or 
private roads.  
 

(b) Signs that revolve or are animated or that utilize movement or apparent movement to 
attract the attention of the public are prohibited. Without limiting the foregoing, banners, streamers, 
animated display boards, pennants, and propellers are prohibited, but signs that only move 
occasionally because of wind are not prohibited if their movement (i) is not a primary design feature 
of the sign, and (ii) is not intended to attract attention to the sign.  The restriction of this subsection 
shall not apply to signs specified in subdivision 272(4) or to signs indicating the time, date, or 
weather conditions.  
 

(c) No sign may be erected so that by its location, color, size, shape, nature or message 
it would tend to obstruct the view of or be confused with official traffic signs or other signs erected 
by governmental agencies.  
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(d) Freestanding signs shall be securely fastened to the ground or to some other 
substantial supportive structure so that there is virtually no danger that either the sign or the 
supportive structure may be moved by the wind or other forces of nature and cause injury to 
persons or property.  
 

(e) Canopy signs are permitted when suspended or attached to the underside of a 
canopy provided that the bottom of such signs shall be located at least eight (8) feet above the 
sidewalk. 
 

(f) No portable signs except those meeting the requirements of Section 17.4 shall be 
allowed in any zoning district. 
 

(g) The sign area of a sign permanently painted, affixed, or placed in a building window 
which is visible from a street right-of-way shall be restricted to no more than 25 percent of the total 
window area. 
 

(h) No off-premises signs, except those exempted from regulation or from permit 
requirements under Sections 17.3 and 17.4, may be located within any district. 

 
(i) No sign may interfere with free passage from or obstruct any fire escape, downspout, 

door, stairway, ladder, or opening intended as a means of ingress or egress or providing light or air. 
 
(j) No signs shall overhang or be erected in any public right-of-way.  Traffic regulation, 

information, or warning signs erected by the State Department of Transportation or signs erected by 
the Town are exempt. 

 
(k) No signs shall be located in such a way as to intentionally deny an adjoining property 

owner visual access to an existing sign. 
 
(l) Flashing, fluttering, swinging, rotating signs (except governmental signs and signs 

which give time and temperature and other commercial public information message), including wind 
signs as defined in Section 17.1, are prohibited. 

 
(m) Roof signs, or signs above the parapet of a building are prohibited. 
 
(n) Electronic message boards in all Residential districts are prohibited. 
 
(o) All Beacons and Spotlights.  Illumination system(s) shall not contain or utilize any 

beacon, spot, search, or stroboscopic light or reflector which is visible from any public right-of-way 
or adjacent property, nor shall such lights be operated outside, under any circumstances, except by 
authorized agencies for emergency services purposes. 

 
(p) Flood lights shall not be utilized as a part of a sign illumination system which are not 

hooded or shielded so that the light source is not visible from any public right-of-way or adjacent 
property, nor shall any sign otherwise reflect or emit a glaring light so as to impair driver vision. 

 
(q) Signs painted on or attached to trees, fences, or fence posts, and telephone or utility 

poles or signs on or attached to rocks or other natural features (snipe signs) are not allowed in any 
zoning district. 
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(r) Any sign or sign structure that is structurally unsafe as determined by the Building 
Inspector. 
 
Section 17.18   Sign Maintenance. 
 
All signs shall be maintained in good structural condition, in compliance with applicable building and 
electrical codes and the provisions of this Unified Development Ordinance.  Specifically: 
 

(1) A sign shall not display disfigured, cracked, ripped or peeling paint, poster paper, or 
other material for a period of more than sixty (60) consecutive days. 

 
(2) A sign shall not stand with bent or broken sign facing, with broken supports, with 

loose appendages or struts, or more than 15 degrees from vertical for a period of 
more than ten (10) consecutive days. 

 
(3) A sign shall not have weeds, trees, vines, or other vegetation growing upon it, or 

obscuring the view of the sign from the public right-of-way from which it is to be 
viewed, for a period of more than thirty (30) consecutive days. 

 
(4) An illuminated sign shall not be allowed to stand with partial illumination for a period 

of more than thirty (30) consecutive days. 
(5) Whenever a sign becomes structurally unsafe or endangers the safety of the public 

health and welfare, the UDO Administrator shall order said sign to be made safe or 
removed.  Such order shall be complied with within five (5) days of notification, 
unless the sign is an immediate danger to the public health, safety, and welfare, in 
which case the UDO Administrator may reduce the 5-day notice. 

 
Section 17.19   Nonconforming Signs.  
 

Nonconforming signs are subject to the provisions of Article 8 of this chapter, particularly 
Section 8.9.  
 
Section 17.20   Discontinued Signs.  
 

Upon the discontinuance of a business or occupancy of an establishment for a consecutive 
period of 60 days, the administrator shall require the removal of the on-premises sign(s) advertising 
or identifying the establishment.  The administrator shall give thirty days notice to the property 
owner to remove the sign(s).  Failure to remove the sign(s) within the thirty-day period shall 
constitute a violation of this chapter and shall be remedied in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 7. 
 
 
 
  


